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ides, better educational opportunities, more social contacts, modern con-
veniences like the radio of which several homes have sets now, and
the cine and other cultural influences that the poblacion of Calivo, seven
kilometers away, extends to the people of Mabilo. There is aiso 2
tendency for Mabilefios to aim at a higher standard of living,

Some desire to change is also evident in the community centered
school project now being pushed through. Political consciousness is fast
lifting the people from lethargy and indifference. Homes have become
cleaner and the barrio, healthier. In short, change has set in. Culure
;:il;ange is slow, but it is surely a rejuvenator and reconditioner of human

e. - ’
In conclusion, I should like to enumerate the principal points that

. this report wishes to carry out: :

1. Ttis evident that Mabilo, the fishing village, possesses a culture
that is' in some ways characteristic of the homogeneity of the
people, : _

2. Folkways and mores are vital forces in regulating barrio life and
th'elr best ally is found in gossip. :

3. Barrio people have more or less balanced personalities built up

+ In an integral manner by the primary social, educational, econ-

-+ omic, and religious elements in the rural culture of the group.

4. Fanuh.sr.n, .as in other Philippine barrios, is responsible for the
stability and enduring quality of Mabilefio marriages and for
thc? strict supervision of courtship.

5. Mabilo is a primary group with relationship among its members
on a strong basis of intimacy.

6. The geographic factors and the economic resources of an area
greatly determined the mode of life of the people and their

: means of earning a living.

. 1. The beliefs and attitudes of a people, interwoven into their psy-
;- chological ‘makeup make culture change progress at a com-
s paratively slow -pace. : . -

8. And lastly, urban influences are slowly seeping ‘into ‘the rural

i 2777 culture: of "Mabilo and are effecting culture changes some of

;- -which. produce culture conflicts between the old ways and the
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- (known in Manila and Cebu as the “Parian”).

. Pefialosa. ) ‘
was established beyond the walled area near “the present ruins of Santo
* Domingo Church. {Throughouit most of the Spanish period and until
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A PRELIMINARY ECOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION OF
THE -CHINESE COMMUNITY IN MANILA

- By George Henry Weightman

Background. . - -

Because of economic opportunities, traditional precedents, and former
restrictive Spanish residential regulations, the larger part of the Philippine
Chinese communrity has always tended to reside in the Manila area—and
only in certain districts. The Spaniards, in the attempt to control the
Chinese and to prevent too much wealth from coming into their hands, .
subjected the Chinese to many restrictions. The Chinese were not per-
mitted to travel extensively in the Islands, (there were few in Iloilo
before 1860 and there are still many towns in Batangas without any
Chinese) nor to go two leagues from Maniia without a written licensc,
nor could they remain overnight in Manila proper (Intramuros) after
the gates were closed on penalty of their lives. '

. Sociologically significant were the Spanish residential restrictions upon
the Chinese. They were required to live in' a limited special district
The “Parian” {market
place) was originally called “alcarceria” (silk market) in Manila, and this
name through the Spanish period was used interchangeably with “Parian”.
These special districts performed all the functions that ghettos through-
out the world perform: the culture of the minority was preserved, the
assimilation process was scriously reduced; cultural and social comimunica-
tion petween the groups were handicapped; and resultant fears, hostilities,
and suspicions were developad by all parties. Because of the trade con-
nections with the Acapulco trade the most important Chinese settlement
was in Manila as would be expected. The “alcarceria” was first cstab-
lished on the Pasig directly opposite Manila (Intramuros) in 1581 by .
In 1583 it was moved across the river by Disgo Ronquillo and

recently Catholic missionary activity among the Philippine Chinese was
under the direction of the Spanish Dominicans). In both cases the guns
of Fort Santiago were strategically able to command the Chinese settle-
ment. ‘

An old description (1662) of the district follows:

_ “On the Eastern side of the city. but outside of it and in front of
its walls, at the distance of a musketshot, is a silk market which they
called Parian. Usually 15,000 Chinese live there; they are Sangleys,
natives of China, and all are merchants and artisans. They all possess,
allotted -among themselves by streets and square, shops containing all
kinds of merchandise and all the trades that are necessary in a com-

" munity. The place is very orderly and well arranged, and a great con-.

venience to the citizens...!
1B. de Letona, ‘“Description of Filipinas Islands, Blair and Robertson, The

" Philippine Islands, XXXV1, p. 189.



Page 24 PHILIPPINE SOCIOLQGICAL REVIEW

The historic marker for “El Parian” reads:

“Former site of El Parian, a Chinese walled suburb destroyed
and rebuild several times, bombarded from San. Gabriel bastion,
in the Chinese uprising of 1603, set on fire in the Chinese in-
surrection of 1639, transferred to La Estacada, Binondo by Gov-
-ernor Diego Fajardo, but built again in this district and later
moved to Alcayceria de San Jose, Intramuros, by Governor Jose

Basco y Vagas in 1786 for military reasons and finaliy dispersed
© in_1860."

With respect to the population of the Parian, it fluctuated like the
rest.of the Chinese population base throughout the Spanish era depending
upon the massacres (1603, 1639, 1662, 1686, and 1762) and the effective-
ness of the various expulsion degrees. Not all the Chinese in the Manila
area lived in the Parfan; there have also been communities of long his-
toric duration in Binondo and Tondo. When Legaspi arrived at Manila,
most of the Chinese he found in the area were residing in the Tondo
district. - With the dispersal of the Parian in the last century, Binondo
became the predominant Chinese district in the City. :

= In 1939 over 39 per cent of the “official” number of Chinese in the
Island were estimated to be living in Manila, and 45.4 per cent in Manila
and the surrounding area.? With such a large foreign element concen-
trated in Greater Manila, it is not surprising that the greater number of
Chinese mestizos are also found here. As early as the last century, one-
sixth of the city’s population was estimated to be Chinesc mestizos.? Na-
turally the number of Chinese in Intramuros was never large because of
Spanish traditional exclusion. Jagor put Intramuros’'s population in 1855
at: 856 European Spaniards; 1,378 Creoles; 6,323 natives and mestizos;
322 Chinese; 2 Germans; 1 Portuguese; and 1 Negro.

 Present }Numbglf V‘a‘nd Distribution

o "As might beAékpécted there is i:bn.éi&efablq disagreement d(zer» the -

 number of Chinese aliens presently in the. city (See Table: I). In al-
_ locating the Manila Chinese quota for the recent Peace Fund Drive the
.~ Chineseé_Chamber of Commeérce used figures, totalling 65,597, while -the’
.. Philippine Census Bureau put the figiire at ‘94,944, (Interestingly enough
--the Chamber has a higher figure for Cebu City than does the Census
Bureau; the former assumes 5,062, while the latter places the number
at 3,952).. Although the Chamber’s figure is more in line with the 1939
“official” figure of 46,233, this writer feels that perhaps the present Census
"figure 15 more in line with the number of ethnic and legal Chinese -in
" the Country. In fact the 94,944 figure seems to be quite conservative
since the previous history of the group has demonstrated that a large
proportion of the alien element resides in the city. . If the actual number
are to reside in the city in the same proportion that the “official” number
do, the city total would be at least 120,000.3 ’ '

2 Purcell, Victor, The Chinese in Southeast Asia, p. 575.
8 Foreman, John, The Philippine Islands, p. 214.

4 Jagor, F. Travels in the Philipgines, p. 2%

5 Agsuming the 1939 proportion.
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’ TasLe 1
Distribution of Chinese in the City of Manila

Chinese General Chamber of Commerce
Chinese Number

Peace Fund Figures®
Total Population

District
' : 12,055 92,929
gl:::i:go """"""""""""""" 363 14:923
................ 3 o2
Intramuros 659, 65,708
Malage oot 1013, o8
e e 101, 25413
Port ATE . oneneneersnen s 109 - 8290
CQUIAPO . en s 2,245 28,520 -
S e 3034 2;(5),2‘;9]
ampaloe ... e _ ) ,
San Miguel .. .oooiiene aee 659 pgsld
San Nicolas «..oveeeovereran: 4,028 , 65,,8 o)
Santa ANA ..i..eeeoieeezaies - 1,081 g
Santa GIUZ «veonneremmreonn . 12,680 147,98
TonAO Vv v e edee it siainnss 17,262 30,
Total «vveenneeenie . 65,5977 1,052,891

jstributi Lien community throughout
Tz I shows the distribution of the 2 i ghou
the (fi‘?;)le Desspite the under-estimated_ figures the (_acologxcaé pa;éiccr:] a;s
lear; t};e Chinese live north of the Pasig chiefly in Binondo, .atn Chincse’
g t:;. Cruz, and Tondo. With more than half of the .dxstnc }Macmrj
B?:ondo is ;ru]y the heart of. “Cbinatown.” Sz:nnbggcci):las szna:il:o :nxd acter”
ized as a “Chinese district,” but the large nu I ronde ahind of
the city is concentrated in the old I-Iispano-MaIayarf district .of Topdr:. .
The upper class Chinese live in Malate or outside the city pr;}?c , .
say or Quezon The middle class live in Binondo and San 'Ngcolgz, .
and the lower class are in the slums of Tondo, Binondo, and E?Sal :;(':;‘ tei-
The population center is Binondo and. I_Slan Nicolas, nf:)x;:e c:’rc?;nls T
i C ] 1 vever, a
is the Binondo-Santa Cruz junction. 17O o o
i i f residence outside bBin
now directed toward this question 0 ; B actors, it
ine leave of the general urban demograpaie
mighlzéé:r:alt:ig;g to comment on the fact that in Manila the birthrate of

i i tives 8 and might falsely
the Chinese residents 1S lower than that of l:l;ga:a Iit"le, S and e the

re dispmpor:tiqnately few in the
lation. As has been stated before this unbalance is being

? i f the Overseas Chinese pop-
e (at co d interest). In

past migrant popu

ulation at 1.5 to 2 per-cent per annum ? (at compoun

[
1 for 1950. . K . .
gg:atr{su? eﬁa:g;u oplaced alien city figure at 04944 in 1948
8 Lasker, op. cil., Asia on the Move p.
0 Purcell, op. cit., D
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an eight month period in 1948 there were 630 registered Chinese births
in the Philippines.1® :

Areas of Specialization.

~ Economic

All cities in some degree or other have area of economic specialization, -

but the extent to which economic activity is characterized by street spe-
cialization in Manila’s “Chinatown” (especially in Binondo) is truly strik-
ing. Of the 23 Chinese leather goods shops in the city of Manila (1948)
18 were on Nueva Street.! This writer counted 26 shoe stores on ad-
joining Gandara (lower). Nueva also specializes in dry goods stores;
Pinpin in furniture; Dasmarifias in importing and wholesaling; Rosario
in wholesaling shirt factories, and dry goods; San Vicente in American
‘textile imports; Gandara Extension in second hand and auto spare shops;
and Ongpin in restaurants, movie houses and curio shops. Many of the
“retail shops on Manila’s main street, Escolta, are Chinese owned.l? ‘Lum-
-ber dealers group themselves on Juan Luna, Azcarraga, and Soler.

- In"San Nicalas food and flour importers are located on Calle Elcano
and Calle Santo Cristo. Chinese retailers predominate on Avenida Rizal

-and Carriedo in Santa Cruz; they are “also well represented on Quezon
- Boulevard, Quiapo. With the Chinese Y.M.C.A., the U.N.O. Club, the

Kong Li Po, the Great China Press, the Chinese Chamber of Commerce,
the Kuomintang Party headquarters, and two schools all within a block
of one another, Benavides Street is the Chinese cultural center as well
as its socio-economic hub. : ’

Unless one has visited these streets, one cannot appreciate just how
complete and intense this specialization actually is. In part such cluster-
ing results from past patterns and from ease of access. But undoubtedly
such concentration produces striking price uniformity which any shopping
experiment could quickly demonstrate. - In part, but only in part; Chinese

- success in the economic realm results from such ‘specialization. " © -

Vi

.2,

D ‘Manila’s "-Ch‘matowiz” *has commeirdélized vice areas similar ;§ _tho§c
" of any modern urban region. As-is the same in the ecological patterns
- of many other cities the deteriorated regions immediate surrounding the

“town’s” business district is the primary focal point of vice. The primary
vice area of “Chinatown” and Manila are coterminous since the Chinese
district includes much of the business district of the city of Manila.

" Commercialized vice — prostitution, gambling, narcotics and indecent

_ -pictures—is said to be largely controlled by the Chinese. Indeed the

opium vice has appeal at present to only the Chinese. There is no sinister
or mystical reason for the Chinese control of commerdalized vice; they

10 Rafaelita Hilario Soriano, “Our Alien Problem,” Sunday Times Mogazine,

" VI, Sept. 10, 1950, p. 6.

1 philippine Chronicle, 1948 .

12No accurate determination can be made si et Pearal L
does not claza by nationality. € SIFce the ?tyf licensing program
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i i ; onize a profitable enterprise.

d(') Sodis rgr;;ittli?;}atl::us(l]nlfis:esr:e?ex‘-\r};giorei%xﬁd allonI::. offer the suitable

;I‘ri:'eirorirgenf for the flourishing of orga.mzed prostitution. oy Eehague

The area bounded by Azcarraga, Rizal Avenue, r%lcllezaor?d ey
contains many cheap hotels (most of which are ow

i ituti ce of in-
Chinese) which sponsor clandestine prostitution as another sour

A majority of the prostitutes in the -.(;hizluese. .distx:;:lt an;nrel&(:gﬁg
con;e-Chinese many of whom entered the Philippines ﬂlegI yt.he ity
:gas:age parl;rs are notorious fronts f?rdpgiit;tutﬁgnéirlsnare St
i i Filipinos are not accepte Is a v
}n Ct?llemé(})l‘i:l[;;e. &ost‘of the hotels raided by the pc'.\lll.ceb 11::?3{;:3} :lz
Co;inese owned. Indeed, Chinese may perhaps be more liable to vice raic

than other groups. . - D d: szal and Carriedo.
' le areas for opium are on Avenida Tza 2 in
Reliacki?: txrtnz?sd ;?ace the secret stores h‘;“:;s -ct,:ll l::;ze?,;;ﬁ?;,f 'g::g}?éd
: area for the addicts, who because © & . oo
;Sestc%lri to ?norphine injections, as raids have conflgned-. d except for
Gambling is also found in specialized area of Manila and p

. . '\ Zaca-
monte is also controlled by the Chinese (Mahjong, Jueteng, etc.) Zaca

i ; times. The
a gambling area during Japanese
E?;:eSt;?\vS’St;chr;Z)ar‘:a:ont%oﬂed by Chinese a.l‘_lens, .for whom Mayor

Arsenio H. Lacson has urged deportation. ‘Manila sd do they

i 1 vice in the city. of ]

gty b oeas contr:]) the city—San Juan, Quezon City, Pasay
by all) engtxlxemlF:)rx:lasJ\S;? l;l,l 1951 to }i)ecember ‘15., 1951 thf:i Plhxl;&}z:sne:
e Cbolo: in the area mentioned has raided 4 Chinese disor e;x; y ouses
?qnfstaallll ;‘};lipinas) 4 Chinese gambling estabhshmex;ﬁs C(hr?:e p oo
i ’ jum dens {patrons se—60) .
i —_ 123 out of 142), and 5 opium, e o0
Chm;iicc the Chinese control the re;ail tra‘(‘ilei;x exst”xs }‘:\a,}r]c;lty }f:sl%;sel:gsaig
i i 1 of some of its sub-rosa . d
fmczhtl}em é?xeco?et::?i‘ixfg practices can be said of their c_cmtrr?l of ;:Ic;r;:nz;.
o'falizzg gilce' ythey dominate the activity because they . g:ewggx:lx‘er ost. €10

gectively a function which ‘would have to be performe ether or I

they were even in the Phil?ppines. ,

18 Philippine Constabulary records.
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